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Street Kids International 

Enterprising Youth in the Diamond Fields: Creating Livelihood Opportunities in Kono and Tongo Districts, Sierra Leone

Charity Profile:  

Street Kids International is a non-profit agency founded in Canada that is a global leader in developing and disseminating the strategies and tools needed to give marginalized youth around the world the choices, skills, and opportunities to make a better life for themselves. We team with youth workers to develop locally relevant, innovative training programs that engage kids about sexual health, drug use and youth entrepreneurship. Having reached more than two million street kids, Street Kids International has been recognized by the United Nations as a Global best practice leader in youth work.

Due to an overwhelming demand in West Africa, we will develop another geographic “hub” in Sierra Leone. The International Rescue Committee, HELP Salone and GOAL have requested our technical assistance in livelihood development addressing the particular needs of youth in post-conflict situations with the Street Business training program.  The program trains youth workers to provide youth with the skills and knowledge they need to start a small business.  Through our ongoing engagement in the region, we have gained insight into the challenges facing youth involved in artisanal mining, and their families.

Project Description: “One day I will do something else...”
Sierra Leone is a mineral rich country containing one of the most valuable deposits of diamonds in the world, but ranks poorest on the human development index (UNDP 2007). Due to poverty and a lack of employment opportunities (and consequent devaluation of education), very young children often start mining to survive. Of these, only 40% are in school, and the rest have either never attended or have dropped out according to a study in the Kono District
.  Research shows that young people with other livelihoods, such as petty trader or support worker are more likely to stay in school because of the flexibility in their schedule. Conversely, those that have never been to school are overwhelmingly those that have worked in artisanal mining over other occupations. 
Launched in February 2009 the project “One day I will do something else…” is addressing the need for alternatives to mining and will a) work with youth to determine their interests and aspirations for employment, b) provide opportunities to participate in the proven Street Business training program and c) develop and implement employment preparation programs providing viable opportunities that are of interest to youth. Initial research involving 300 youth in the Kono and Tongo districts indicates that youth are interested in tailoring, carpentry, garment dying, farming, small business and employment in regulated mining operations but lack the access to proper training and capital.
Request of Support:

It costs $75 to train a youth and $1,200 to provide a youth worker or teacher with the skills to continue the program independent of Street Kids. A contribution of $10,000 from the Funding Network would enable Street Kids and its partners to complete this phase of the project. A contribution in excess of $10,000 would enable Street Kids to introduce the next phase of the project - the training and support of mentors for the youth. 
Presenter: Robert Barnard with support from Kristy Vanderplas

Sponsor:  Robert Barnard, President, DeCode;  
Robert@decode.net; 416 599 5400 ext 21; cell: 416 953 9956

Charity: Street Kids International, 302 Bay Street, 5th Floor, Toronto, M5X 1A1, 416 504 8994  ext 32  
Contact: Aruna Aysola 416-504-8994 ext. 32
Registration Number: 12890 7870 RR0001
Connection: Volunteer for 10 years.  Former Chair of the Board
�Boas, Morten and Anne Hatly. Living in a Material World: Children and Youth in Alluvial Diamond Mining in Kono District, Sierra Leone. FAFO, 2006.





